
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 
First Grade students at Mary Kay McMillin Early 

Childhood Center participated in a Flag Day parade 

earlier this month.  Students and teachers dressed in 

patriotic attire and carried flags and signs to show 

their spirit.  Kindergarten and Preschool students, 

along with the 

MKM staff, lined 

the halls as 

patriotic songs 

played.  At the 

conclusion of the 

parade, everyone 

gathered at the 

school’s front flag 

pole for the Pledge 

of Allegiance and to 

sing patriotic 

songs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 

 

The end of the year is always a hectic time at 

Thomas P. Hughes School, but it is also full of 

fun and memorable experiences for our 

students.   

 

Earlier this month, we held our annual Flag Day 

celebration.  This beloved Hughes School 

tradition gives students the opportunity to share 

patriotic songs and learn about the history of the 

American flag.  They always put on an 

impressive show!  

 

We also spent some time this month honoring our students at the 

Hughes Awards Assembly and of course, at our Grade 5 

Promotion Ceremony. 

 

In addition, we concluded our first year of the SPARKLE program 

(“Showing People Authentic Respect, Kindness, and Love Every 

day”) which provides incentives and 

recognition for students who demonstrate good 

character.  Nearly 2,000 SPARKLE tickets 

were awarded to students this year in 

acknowledgement of their kind actions!  We 

look forward to continuing this program next 

year. 

 

Until then, have a wonderful summer and keep SPARKLING!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 

 

Mountain Park School students and staff 

enjoyed the month of June with various 

end-of-year happenings.  At left, MPS 

Head Custodian Richard Quandt (with 

flag), a United States Navy Veteran, is 

pictured here with MPS students as they 

prepare for the school’s annual Flag Day 

Ceremony.   

 

 

At right, Ms. Carla Gamba’s Fifth Grade 

Science students are pictured enjoying the 

first produce harvested from the Grade 5 

Vegetable Garden, which is located in the 

Mountain Park School courtyard.  These 

students are among those who have planted 

and tended to this garden since the early 

Spring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 

 

William Woodruff School Second Graders hosted a Farewell Tea for their Fifth Grade 

buddies earlier this month.  The formal event featured the Grade 2 students serving their 

buddies as a way of thanking them for making them feel at home during their first year at 

Woodruff School.  The Second Graders also performed a good-bye song and gave each of 

their buddies a “Give a Hoot” sticker.   The Grade 5 students responded by presenting 

colorful paper flowers with words of wisdom to help their young friends through their next 

three years at WWS.   

 

As part of this ceremony, two citizens were recognized with the Woodruff Exemplary 

Service Award.  Mr. Richard Leister from the Berkeley Heights Environmental 

Commission was thanked for his ongoing support regarding the planting of trees at the 

school and throughout the community.  Mr. Ethan Kan was recognized for his Eagle Scout 

pollinator box he built to attract native bees to the area to promote the pollination of all 

plants and crops.   

****************************************************************************** 

William Woodruff School celebrated World 

Yoga Day by having yoga classes throughout 

the day on June 17th.  World Yoga Day is 

formally celebrated worldwide on the Summer 

solstice, the longest day of the year.  The 

students learned sun salutation poses to add to 

their repertoire of poses learned throughout 

the year.  As part of the program, the students 

participated in meditation using layer of sound 

technique.  The Yoga Day was the final 

assembly for the year to teach mindfulness 

strategies, being kind, and working toward 

Being Your VERY Best Self.   Pictured above are WWS Grade 4 students with their 

instructor, Mrs. Jennifer Fay. 

****************************************************************************** 

Woodruff School students Corinne Morrison and 

Sienna Duff convinced the WWS staff that it 

would be a great idea to have a pie-eating contest 

and donate the money that was raised to charity.  

The staff agreed, and 12 staff members gathered 

at the tables to stick their heads into a cream pie 

to find five cherries.  The winner of the contest 

was Mr. Joe Reel (pictured at right), but the real 

winner was The Annabelle Forever Young 

Scholarship Foundation, to which all proceeds 

were donated. 

 

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 

 

Flag Day was a day to remember, starting off in 

the morning with the Second Grade Flag 

Ceremony on the front lawn.  The Fourth 

Graders celebrated our great national symbol 

with Mrs. Kelly Murray’s class performing a 

play about the each of the states in the union.  

Next came the annual Float Parade.  Grand 

Marshalls Mrs. Debra Ruetsch and Mrs. Lynn 

Vassil led the Fourth Graders as they paraded 

proudly around the hallways while patriotic music 

played on the school’s public address system.  The 

culminating event was the Flag Day Assembly, 

which began with Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts 

posting colors.  The afternoon event was a 

combination of grade level singing, poetry, and the 

band performance, communicating to all the 

importance and significance of our American 

symbol.  The program ended with everyone joining 

in singing You’re a Grand Old Flag, led by the 

Woodruff Chorus.  Pictured at left, leading the 

float parade, is Grade 4 student Tristan Ameli.  

****************************************************************************** 

For 20 years now at the Woodruff Grade 5 Promotion Ceremony, a special award is 

presented to two Fifth Graders in honor of 

retired Woodruff teacher Catherine L. 

Doremus.  The Doremus Award is given to two 

students who exemplify the attributes of Mrs. 

Doremus and our school’s mission of showing 

care, respect, and support for others.  The 

students who received this honor are young 

people who have been fine role models, involved 

in clubs, and enjoyed sports, music, and 

literature.  This year’s recipients of the Doremus 

Award are Michael Novotny (left) and Henry Bertsch (right), pictured here with Mrs. 

Doremus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

Thanks to a grant from the Berkeley Heights Education Foundation, Grade 7 students at 

Columbia Middle School enjoyed four days of instruction from the staff of the Rutgers 

Science Bus. 

During their visit to the bus, the CMS 

students carried out two experiments, 

each having to do with deoxyribonucleic 

acid (DNA).  One exercise, called gel 

electrophoresis, helped to determine 

which DNA belonged to an unknown 

plant.  Then, each student scientist used 

modern lab equipment to extract DNA 

from a strawberry in order to see how 

the samples were created. 

Mrs. Marcie Hall and Mr. Zachary 

Kovach, Teachers of Science at the middle school, both shared later how much the students 

enjoyed the experience and how well the lessons blended with what their students had been 

learning and discussing in the Science classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Victoria Vanriele, a junior at Governor Livingston High School, has been named as the 

2018-2019 Gatorade New Jersey Girls Track and Field Athlete of the Year.  

 

This is the 34th year that The Gatorade Company has been presenting awards to the top 

high school athletes in each state, recognizing athletic excellence in addition to academic 

achievement and exemplary 

character.  This particular honor, 

which Victoria also earned in 2017-

2018, distinguishes her as New 

Jersey’s best high school girls track 

and field athlete. 

 

Earlier this month, Ms. Vanriele won 

her third consecutive New Jersey 

Meet of Champions title in the 800 

Meter Run with a time of 2:05.43.  

She also won the 400 Meter and 800 

Meter events at the State Group 2 

meet this season. 

 

“Victoria continues to amaze, both on and off the track,” said Governor Livingston Track 

and Field Head Coach Daniel Guyton.  “What she is doing is astounding, and frankly, 

unmatched.  She has been a leader, a role model, and an inspiration to all of us.” 

 

Victoria has attained a weighted grade-point average of 4.60 during her time at GLHS.  

Also a talented musician and devoted member of her church community, she has raised 

funds to benefit hunger relief efforts and has participated in an anti-bullying campaign. 

 

"Victoria is a unique talent in so many ways, added Robert Nixon, Principal of Governor 

Livingston High School.  “In addition to being a standout student, she has the ability to 

make those around her better.  She accepts all of the accolades that she has earned with 

grace and humility.  It has been a joy to watch her success and we can't wait to see what 

next year brings for her!" 

 

Ann Clifton, Director of Health, Physical Education and Athletics for the Berkeley Heights 

Public Schools, added: “It is such an honor for Victoria to be named the Gatorade Track 

and Field Athlete of the Year.  She trains every day like a champion and prepares for 

success.  Victoria is also a stellar student in the classroom, always striving for 

greatness.  She is a wonderful representative of Highlander Athletics.  Congratulations to 

Victoria and her family on achieving this honor!” 

 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 

 

Governor Livingston High School recently hosted the annual New Jersey Coalition for 

Inclusive Education's Summer Inclusion Conference.  Over 300 participants from around 

the state joined NJCIE for two days of workshops and discussion surrounding the very 

important topic of support and inclusion of students with disabilities.  Several members of 

the Berkeley Heights Public Schools staff presented workshops at this conference, including 

Mrs. Michele Gardner, Mr. Drew Ziobro, Mr. James Finley, Mr. Kevin Morra, Mr. Steve 

Siebelts, Dr. Peter Sempepos, and Mrs. Melissa Mohr.  Our school district was very excited 

to host such a wonderful event! 

 

The Deaf/Hard of Hearing program at Governor Livingston High School recently 

participated in a Golf Clinic at the Basking Ridge Country Club.  The clinic was led by Sue 

Delaney, Head PGA Professional at the club, and her daughter Jennifer, who volunteers as 

an American Sign Language interpreter for the clinics conducted by her mother.  The 

signing allowed for the deaf and hard of hearing students to understand the lesson, 

which consisted of learning basic skills involved in playing golf.  The students then finished 

the clinic by practicing their swings at the driving range.  To learn more about this event, 

see the article at: https://www.tapinto.net/towns/berkeley-

heights/categories/news/articles/deaf-and-hard-of-hearing-students-enjoy-golf-clinic-at-

basking-ridge-country-club.  

 

As another school year comes to a close, the Department of Special Services staff wishes 

you a safe and relaxing summer.  See you in September! 
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